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Building a Time Line,
page 3

Comparing and

Contrasting,
page 4
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page 5

TFK’S PERSON OF
THE YEAR
Have students vote at

timeforkids.com/poy.
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at timeforkids.com
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TEACHING THE

COVER STORY ON

INVENTIONS OF THE YEAR

SUMMARY

We are pleased to bring you the annual
TIME FOR KIDS Inventions of the Year
issue, packed with the coolest inventions
of 2005. The editors of TFK have chosen
12 inventions sure to entertain, educate
and inspire your students.

FAST FACTS

Share the following facts about past toy

and game inventions with students.

® Edwin Binney and C. Harold Smith
created Crayola crayons in 1903. The
first box of crayons sold for five cents.

® Architect John Lloyd Wright invented
Lincoln logs in 1916. He was the son
of Frank Lloyd Wright.

e Candy Land was designed in 1949 by
Eleanor Abbot. She created the game
while recuperating from polio.

® Matchbox cars were created by Jack
Odell in 1952.

® Stanley Weston invented Gl Joe in 1965.

® The Nerf ball was created by Reynolds
Guyer in 1969.

® Rob Angel, a waiter, created the
game Pictionary in 1986.

® In 1993, H. Ty Warner designed
Beanie Babies.

RESOURCES

Brainstorm! The Stories of Twenty
American Kid Inventors by Tom Tucker
(Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1998) Young
inventors make history.

Kids Inventing! A Handbook for Young
Inventors by Susan Casey (Jossey-Bass,
2005) Easy to read with practical advice
on the invention process.

The Picture History of Great Inventions
by Gillian Clements (Frances Lincoln,
2005) Colorful introduction to inventors.
Thomas Edison: A Brillant Inventor by
Lisa DeMauro (Harper Collins, 2005)

A TFK Biography on the great inventor.
americanhistory.si.edu/lighting Explore
the process of invention through the
discovery of electricity.

web.mit.edu/invent/i-archive.html A new

inventor profiled each week.

NONFICTION LITERACY SKILLS

BEFORE READING

Make Connections

® Hold up one item used in your class-
room. Ask: Why is this object useful?
What materials are needed to make
it? How much do you think the item
should cost based on its function?
Can it be improved? How?

START A DISCUSSION

Think Critically

® What makes an invention successful?

® Which new invention would you most
like to have? What criteria did you
use to make your choice?

® Which three of the inventions do you
think people are most likely to buy?

Have students rank their choices.
® Which of these inventions will be
around in five years? Ten years?
EXTEND LEARNING
Persuasive Writing
® Have students create an ad for an
invention from this week’s issue,
persuading others of its importance.
Take a Poll
o Visit timeforkids.com/inventions, where
students can vote for the new invention
they would most like to own.
ASSESS COMPREHENSION
 tfkteachers.com Assess students’
comprehension of the stories in
this week’s issue.

L






